
Comprehension - understanding
what is read.
 
Fluency - ability to read with
accuracy, expression, and good
pacing.
 
Stamina - the ability to slowly
increase the amount of time spent
reading with focus and
engagement.
 
Just Right/Independent Level - a
book the child can read fluently
AND understand all by himself.
 
Instructional Level - A text read
with teacher guidance. It is a
slightly harder text than a just
right book but is read with teacher
guidance.
 
Reading Log - a place to record
book titles, pages read, and time
spent reading. They can be used
to monitor and understand your
child as a reader. 

Talk with your child.
Read with your child every day.
Ask your child to share with you
what he or she is reading. Ask,
"What is the best part? Does the
character remind you of anyone
you know?"
Make reading a priority. Young
readers should take sneak peeks
before reading, stop to
summarize and predict while
reading, and reread old favorites
to improve fluency.
Older readers can benefit from
reading a series or many books
by the same author. You can read
the same book and discuss it with
your child.
As a daily routine, your child may
bring home just right books from
the classroom library to practice
reading at home.
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COMPONENTS OF READING WORKSHOPWhat is Reading Workshop?

Reading workshop is an
approach to the teaching of
reading that helps children
become lifelong, avid, and
expert readers. Teachers
use minilessons to model
specific skills and strategies
that proficient readers use.
Students spend time
practicing these strategies
as they independently read
their just right books.
Teachers use this time to
conference with students
one-on-one and in small
groups. At the end of each
session, students are given
the opportunity to share
something from their
reading with their peers.

Minilesson
In Reading Workshop, class
usually begins with a
minilesson, in which the
teacher shares a reading
strategy that will help children
become more powerful
readers.

Independent Reading
The independent reading time
of the workshop is the heart of
the workshop. This is where
most of the “magic” happens.
Your child, from the first day of
school, is set up to be
independent during the
workshop. During independent
work time, students pull from
the repertoire of strategies that
they have learned in workshop.

For more information on the 
Units of Study please visit:

www.readingandwritingproject.org

Small Group Instruction
The teacher will pull a small
group of students to work
at their instructional level
while teaching skills needed
to improve their reading
and deepen their
comprehension.

Why Workshop?
Engages students with real
literature
Student-centered approach;
allows for 40-50 minutes of
ACTIVE reading daily
Teachers model the work of
strategic readers
Students have choice and
therefore are more engaged
Allows for one-on-one and small
group time with teachers


